CORK,   ON   THE   PLEASANT   WATERS   OF   THE   LEE

Lawrence

Situated eleven miles above the river's entrance into Cork Harbor, the city is important
because of its export trade and because the National University of Ireland has a college
here named for Cork. The picture shows a section of the water-front. There are four
miles of quays, above which fly the flags chiefly of Great Britain and the Irish Free State..

and dried, takes the place of coal; this
peat is obtained from the bogs, and as the
bogs cover one-seventh of the surface of
the country there is no scarcity of fuel.

Fairs are an essential part of Irish life.
Ireland -breeds fine horses, and horse fairs
are held in February and September.
Once a year, when the little pigs are old
enough to leave their mothers, they are
packed into curiously shaped carts called
creels, and taken to the pig fair to be sold.
Everybody goes to these fairs, for, in ad-
dition to the business of buying and sell-
ing, there are jugglers and fortune-tellers,
ballad singers, fiddlers and various other
attractions. Hurling, which is something
like hockey, and Gaelic football are the
national games, while steeplechasing may
be said to be the national sport. Ireland
is a good hunting country. The Royal
Dublin Society's Horse Show is the social
event of the year.

Formerly the dancing of jigs and reels
was part of the education of every boy and
girl; A dancing master would go the round
of the countryside during the winter
months, the boys and girls meeting each
night in one- house or another. Each pupil
was supposed to bring a candle to the les-

son, that the hostess should be spared the
expense of lights. In similar fashion, until
quite lately, it was customary for school
children to take with them contributions
of peat to keep the school fires burning.

It conies rather as a surprise to learn
that in Ireland, especially in the country
parts, marriages are often arranged for
young people. The .girl is supposed to
have a dowry. When the young people
have been married a month they pay their
first visit to the bride's father and mother,
but it is considered unlucky for a bride to
enter her parents' house before the month
is up.

There is a great belief in good and ill
luck in Ireland. It is unlucky for a red-
headed person to be the first to enter the
house on New Year's Day; also to meet
a red-headed woman when starting on a
journey or any special enterprise is un-
lucky. If a stranger enters a dairy
when butter is being churned he must
lend a hand at churning or the butter
will not "come," i.e., the cream will not
turn into butter. When this happens
for no apparent reason it is said that
the fairies or "good little people" have
stolen the butter, for in spite of education
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